The Bloody Assize
members of the Gates family she was an Anabaptist, a sect
much detested by Anglicans, Tories and Royalists. She was
well known at Wapping, and in the east of London, as a
woman of a godly and charitable disposition. She spent
much of her time in visiting the poor of all persuasions, and
often entered Newgate and other prisons to minister to
those in distress. She was indeed the forerunner of Elizabeth
Fry, who, in 1813, began her missionary efforts to women
prisoners. But this good lady was enabled, not without
difficulty, to enlist the sympathies of sheriffs and jailers in
her good work. Mrs Gaunt did her work without any sym-
pathy or official assistance.
At the beginning of the last century we know what the
condition of Newgate was on the women's side.   There were
two wards and two cells, into which some 300 women were
huddled together, some awaiting trial, others awaiting their
removal to the transportation ship, or the gallows.   Here
they lived with their children, doing all their cooking and
washing and eating and sleeping.   As many as 120 slept in
one ward, most of them without so much as mat or bedding
of any description,   The surroundings were indescribably
filthy and disgusting.   Such of them as had any money could
obtain what drink they wanted, and the place resounded
with obscenity, imprecations and licentious songs.   This is
what Mrs Fry found in her day, and it was, if possible, worse
in the time of Mrs Gaunt,   But both these good women
made it their duty to visit their sisters in distress, and ofte
might have thought that men like Sunderland and the King
need not have gone out of their way to outrage public opinion
by the wholly unnecessary persecution of Mrs Gaunt.
It appears that at the time of the Rye House Plot, when
many were in fear of arrest, she had entertained a refugee
named James Burton, who was a fugitive looking for a ship,
and she had given him money and helped him to fly to
Holland. Burton was at the time outlawed, with Nelthorpe
and Rumbold and the rest of the plotters, so that if Mrs
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